CHAPTER VII
THE STORY OF INDIAN EDUCATION

INDIA AND EDUCATION

THREE hundred and fifty-three million people to be edu-
cated! What a problem! What fun for educationalists
and theorists! What disagreements and quarrellings and
criticisms! Even if we give the professional educationalist
the go-by, we can easily see that the basic problems are
immense, when we think of the 222 Indian languages, and
of wretched little children in Ireland being made to learn
dormouse-dead Irse. In how many languages shall young
India be taught? Which nationality and raciality shall
be suppressed? In how many languages and for what
purpose? Again what fun for the education-monger and
faddist and super-patriot, what a course for hares to gallop
on, and how difficult for the wisest and most human folk
to come to a decision. The criss-cross row in 222 lan-
guages, staggers the imagination. Then can there be a
lingua franco?

What has the continent of India planned and done for
herself in the matter? Sentimentalists who revel in the
unpractical, are very prone to criticize the Government for
taking the lead, to abuse Lord William Bentinck for having
accepted Macaulay's famous memorandum and prescribed,
with the wish of most Indians of the time, over a century
ago, that English shall be the language of higher education.
They speak of the British stifling the national spirit, of
clogging the racial aspirations and psychology, and gener-
ally of all the crimes that that type of hot-air after-thinkers
will attribute to a bewildered Government, working at a
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